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4 Niikthor be thou Partaker of other 
Mens Sint. 
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Ho it be generally agreed, that theſe 
Words muſt have reference to thoſe which 
g immediately before; yet there are diffe- 
rent Opinions concerning the Meaning of 

| the Precept to which they are thus ſuppos'd 
to relate. There are ſome, who think, that when St. Paul 
adviſed Timothy to Lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man, he 
intended to Caution him againſt reſtoring Offenders to 
the Peace of the Church, by Abſolution, without due 
Deliberation, and a ſufficient previous Enquiry into 
the Seriouſneſs of their Repentance. This Interpreta- 
tion they endeavour to ſupport, by arguing, from what 
had gone juſt before, where the Apoſtle gives Dire- 
Rions concerning the Manner in which Offenders were 
to be Proceeded againſt,. in order to their Puniſhment. 
But, it ſeems rather more natural to think, that the 
Apoſtle intended, by theſe Words, to direct Timothy in 


* 5 and important Charge, of dedicating Men 
to 


(2) 

to the Service of the Church; which appears from many 
Places of Scripture, to have been done by Impoſition 
of Hands. And tho, indeed, the Paſſages quoted out 
of Ecclefiaftical Writers, to ſupport the former Inter- 
pretation, do prove, that Penitents were Abfolv'd by 
Impoſition of Hands, and that this Ceremony was made 
ſuch Uſe of in the Church, in their Times ; yet they are 
of too late a Date to confirm any ſuch Practice in 
the earlier Ages of the Church, and by Conſequence, 
leſs properly apply'd to the Explication of any Scrip- 
tural Expreſſion, eſpecially ſuch as relate to any Cu- 
ſtoms receiv'd in the Apoſtles Days. 


It being reaſonable therefore, to expound the Words, 
Lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man, with reference to Or- 
daining Men to the Miniſtry ; the Words of my Text will 
be found to contain a very proper Conſideration, to 
enforce the Advice, Of never doing a Matter of ſuch 
high Conſequence, raſhly or ſlightly, without due At- 
tention and Regard to the great Importance of it. And 
the Apoſtle muſt be ſuppos d to adviſe Timothy, and in 
him, the ſucceſſive Governours of the Church, to be 
very cautious how they admit im Perſons into 
the Service of it, left the Diſorders committed by 
ſuch, to the Scandal of Religion, be imputed to 
them, who had it in their Power to hinder 'em, 
and did not, and thereby made themſelves Partakers of 
other Mens Sms. 


In treating further upon theſe Words, I ſhall firſt 
conſider em with regard to the Context, and the par- 
ticular Connection they are ſuppoſed to have with the 
Words immediately going before; and afterwards, — 

conſider 
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conſider em more at large, independently of any thing 
elſe, as containing a general Caution againſt being Par- 
takers of other Mens Sins in any manner whatſoever 


And, 


Firſt, I am to conſider the Words of my Text, with 
relation to what went immediately before; and under 
this Head, it might, perhaps, be proper and more ſuit- 
able to the prefent Occaſion, to begin with an Enqui- 
ry into the Perſons with whom this Power of Impoſi- 
tion of Hands is more immediately lodg'd; and to ſhew, 
that the preſent Manner of exerciſing it, as eſtabliſh'd in 
this National Church, 1s entirely agreeable to Scripture, 
and Apoſtolical Practice, as well as the Civil Laws of the 


Government; and therefore, upon all Accounts, ſtritly *: - 


regular, But to attempt giving any Proofs of this kind, 
at this time of Day, is an Undertaking ſo entirely need- 
leſs, that it can have no other Effect, than to have the 
Appearance of making that a Queſtion, about which, 
with reaſonable and unprejudiced Minds, there cannot well 
be any doubt at all; I ſhall therefore chuſe to conſider 
what my Text more immediately leads me to do, the great 
Neceſſity of taking more than ordinary Care, in the Exer- 
ciſe of that Act of Epiſcopal Authority, which conſiſts 
in Ordaining and Setting apart Others to the ſeveral Mini- 
ſterial Offices in the Church; and ſhew, of what great 
Conſequence it is to the Well-being, not of our preſent 
Eſtabliſhment only, but of the Chriſtian Religion in 
general, that this great Truſt ſhould never be put in exe- 
cution ſuddenly, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, but adviſedly, 
and with all proper Caution and Deliberation. 
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And, indeed, this appears to be almoſt the only Way 
in which the true Intereſt of Religion can be effectually 
ſerv'd. For, as nothing is of more Importance to this End, 
than the taking Care, that the Teachers of it, be ſuch, as 
recommend what they teach, by their own Practice; ſo 
this End can never be more effectually obtain'd, than by 
the Care and Vigilance which is employ in the firſt 
Choice and Deſignation of em; it being much more 
eaſy to hinder the Admiſſion of unworthy Perſons, when 
they firſt offer themſelves, than to corre& and reform 


the Diſorders which ſych ſhall be guilty of, when they 
have once found Means to be receiv'd. 


It is, indeed, hardly poſſible for the ſtricteſt Care, 
_ conſidering the preſent corrupted State of Human Na- 
ture, always to prevent unhappy Inſtances of this kind; 
it being impoſſible but Offences will come: And though 
the private Exhortations and Reproofs of thofe who 
are in Authority, may be uſeſul towards reforming Of- 
fences of a leſs heinous nature; yet flagrant Crimes 
call for ſeverer Uſage, and require that the Puniſh- 
ment be Exemplary, in Proportion to the Maligni 
of the Trangreſſion. In ſuch Caſes as theſe, the ver 
Method of Reforming, will be attended with bad Con- 
ſequences z unreaſonable Men will make no Diſtin&ion 
between thoſe who deſerve Puniſhment, and thoſe who 
deſerve Commendation, but throw their Aſperſions pro- 
miſcuouſly upon the whole Body : Which, though it 
be no Argument againſt any wholſome Severity of Diſ- 
cipline, yet is a ſtrong one, why great Care ſhould be 
taken to have as few Occaſions to exert it, as poſlible , 
and that Evils of this kind eſpecially, are more eaſily 
and creditably prevented than reformed. 


Beſides. 
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Beſides, it deſerves here alſo to be carefully conſider d, 
that the Civil Laws of our Conſtitution do often 1n- 
terpoſe in Ecclefiaſtical Matters, and are ſo favourable 
in the Allowances which they make to the Qualifica- 
tions of thoſe whom they entitle to the Advantages 
of the Church, after they have once been admitted 
into the Miniſtry of it, that here is a ſort of Civil 
Right and Property created, which muſt take Place, and 
cannot be defeated, how Unworthy ſoever the Perſons 
are who are poſſeſſed of it. The evil Conſequence, 
therefore, of ſuch an Indulgence as this, cannot be 
more effectually prevented, than by a due Regard to 
this Precept of the Apoſtle, to Lay Hands ſuddenly on 
no Man. Hence appears the Importance of this Truſt, 
which is repos'd in the Chief Governours of the Church, 
and how much the real Intereſts of Virtue and Religion 
depend upon a careful and faithful Execution of it. 


But though the Words of the Apoſtle concern thoſe 
more-eſpecially, who have the chief Rule over us in 
the Lord; yet they may, by a fair Analogy, be apply'd 
to thoſe alſo of inferiour Order in the Church, who will 
find themſelves oblig'd, in their ſeveral Stations, for the 
ſame Reaſon, to have particular Regard to this Precept : 
I fay, for the ſame Reaſon, becauſe they alſo, though 
not equally, yet in ſome meaſure, are concern'd in 
the Admiſſion of others into Holy Orders. For though 
the Power of Impoſition of Hands is not ſo immedi- 
ately committed to them, yet in the Judgment which 
which is form'd of the Qualifications of thoſe, who 
offer themſelves, there is neceſſarily a great Dependance 


up 
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upon the Teſtimony and Character which they ſhall 


give of em. h 

In a Matter of ſo extenſive, and therefore difficult 
nature, the Aſſiſtance of others muſt be call'd in, and 
all poſſible Precautions us'd againſt being impos'd up- 
on by any falſe Appearances, or ſpecious Pretences of 
thoſe who defire Admiſſion into the Miniſtry : And 
tis with Regard to this Conſideration, that the Wiſ- 
dom of our Church has made our Teſtimony in theſe 
Caſes requiſite z and therefore, if we bear Falſe-Witneſs 
in the Matter, and become the Occaſion of Unworthy 
Mens being receiv'd, we ſhall mvolve ourſelves in the 
Guilt of thoſe Diſorders which _—_ ſhall commit, 
and make ourſelves Partakers of their Sms. The Duty 
incumbent on us, therefore, in this Matter, is, to take 
all due Care not to be deceiv'd our ſelves, and then 
we ſhall be leſs liable to impoſe upon others. We 
ſhould not diſcharge this Truſt repos'd in us, as a 
Matter of little Moment, but make due Enquiry in- 
to the Merits of thoſe who defire our Recommendation 
to Holy Offices, and bear true Teſtimony only accord- 
ing to the beſt of our Knowledge: No deſire of Obli- 
ging, or fear of Offending others, no Partiality or 
undue Complaiſance, or any other ſuch unworthy Mo- 
tive, ſhou'd influence us to betray, I may ſay, the ves» 
ry Cauſe of Chriſt and his Church into the Hands of 
thoſe who can have no true Affection for either. 


The Connection of the Words of my Text, with 
what went immediately before, has naturally led me 
to make theſe Obſervations 3 which I ſhall diſmiſs at 
preſent, without any other Remark than that, of the 
great 


CF) 


t Importance of 'em to the moſt ſubſtantial In- 
— of Virtue and Religion. 


I proceed therefore now to confider the Words as 
independent of any thing that went before, and as 
containing a general Caution againſt being Partakers of 
other Mens Sins, in any manner whatſoever, And I 
ſhall do this, firſt, by enquiring what it is to partake 
of other Mens Sins, and pointing out ſome particular 
_ Inſtances, in which the Teachers of Religion are more- 
eſpecially concern d; and then enforce the Obligation 
we are more immediately under, to take eſpecial Heed 
in this Matter, 1 a 


To partake of other Mens Sins, is, in ſome Way 
or other, to be the Cauſe of Sin in other Men, and 
thereby involve our ſelves in the Guilt of thoſe 
Offences, in the Commiſhon of which, we are not per- 
ſonally concern d: And this will be found very af 
to do, and what, in many Cafes will almoſt — 7 
ably happen, if we conſider the Relation and Depen- 
dance which there is between the ſeveral Ranks and 
Orders of Men, and the great Influence which one has 
over another, almoſt in every Circumſtance of Life. 


The neceſſary Subordination of Men to one another 
in the different Stations of Life, makes it very poſ- 
ſible for em, by means of ſuch a Superiority, to be 
over-aw'd or ſeduc'd into a Tranſgreſſion of their Du- 
ty. Nay, Sin is of fo contagious a Nature, that, ev'n 
amongſt Equals, a ſilent Example of it will infect; and 
much more, when it is recommended by the Countenance 
or Authority of Superiors. FO 

| n 
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And tho' it be true, that no Man fins but through 
his own Fault; and that he who does ſo, does it volun- 
tarily, there being no Force which can compell the 
Mind to conſent to a wicked Action, which Conſent 
is eſſential to the Guilt and Nature of Sin: Yet, ſince 
"tis the Weakneſs of Human Nature to be Over-aw'd 
or Seduc'd by the Threats or Promiſes, or Byas'd by 
the Exainple of other Men; they, who are any of 
theſe Ways the Occafion of other Mens Falling, as they 


are in ſome Meaſure the Cauſe, ſo muſt they ſhare in 


the Guilt of ſuch ſinful Compliances. 


This Conſideration ought not to be confin'd to one par- 
ticular Order of Men only, but extended to all Ranks 
and Degrees of em ; every one, in his proper Sta- 
tion, will find himſelf, more or leſs, concern'd in it: And 
to thoſe of the greateſt Eminence and Dignity in Ci- 
vil Life, the Obligation riſes proportionably, to let their 
Light ſhine before Men, that their good Works may be 
een, and their Father which is in Heaven thereby 
glorify'd. The Obligation, I ſay, upon ſuch, riſes in 
Proportion to the High Order and Rank which they 
bear in the World. Tis from ſuch, that thoſe of Iu- 
feriour Degree frame, in a great meaſure, the Rules 
of Life; and as the Virtues of ſuch, are great Means 
of promoting Virtue in others, ſo their Vices are ve- 
ry Infectious, and ſpread their Peſtilential Influence a 
great way. And if the Light which ſhould be in them 
be Darkneſs, how great is that Darkneſs * But, indeed, 
this Duty is incumbent upon none more ſtrongly than 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel; thoſe who are appoint- 
ed, and have ſolemnly undertaken to teach the Reli- 
gion of Chriſt to others: Theſe are profeſſedly ſet a- 
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part for the ſake of others: The very Nature of 
their Inſtitution and Appointment, which is repreſent- 
ed as no leſs than a ſolemn Engagement for the Souls 
of others, makes them highly concern'd to take great 
Care that the Miſcarriages of others be. not laid to 
their Charge, and thereby encreaſe the Number, and 
aggravate the Guilt of their own perſonal Failings. 
'Tis upon this Account, that double Diligence is re- 
uir'd of us, in taking heed to our Ways, and pre- 
erving our Innocence, the Loſs of which can hardly 
fail of endangering that of others; that we may tri- 
umph, with the Apoſtle, in the faithful Diſcharge of a 
good Conſcience; and fay, with him, that we are pure 
from the Blood of all Men. 


It would be a tedious, and to thoſe I am now ſpeak- 
ing to, I am perſwaded, a needleſs Attempt, to enu- 


merate that great variety of Inſtances, in which, in the 


Courſe of our Duty, we, above all others, are moſt 
liable to contract a Guilt, from the Tranſgreſſions of 
other Men : But as it may be uſeful to the Beſt and 
Wiſeſt of Men, to be ſometimes put in Mind of what they 
know already; ſo I ſhall beg Leave to throw together 
a few general Obſervations, with regard to the Subject 
I am now upon. 


And the Firſt, which moſt naturally preſents it (elf 
to our Thoughts, is, The Duty of Inſtructing thoſe 
committed to our Care, in all the wholſome Principles of 
Chriſtian Knowledge, neceſſary to their Well-being here, 
and Happineſs hereafter ; not deceiving em with vain 
Words, or amuſing em with fruitleſs Speculations, but 
inculcating the great and r Truths of the Goſ- 


pel, 
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pel, with Plainneſs, Sincerity, and Impartiality, The 


ſaving, and therefore the only Truths of the Goſpel 


neceſſary to be known, are adequate to the meaneſt 


Capacity: And tho' there may be deplorable Inſtan- 
ces of Stupidity and Ignorance in a Chriſtian Coun- 


try; yet theſe it is reaſonable to aſcribe more to a 


wilful Neglect and want of Attention, more to a de- 
termin'd Obſtinacy againſt receiving Inſtruction, than 
to any want of Opportunity of having it, The Pro- 
vidence of God, has, indeed, taken ſufficient Care to 


make this part of our Duty the leaſt burthenſome to 


us, by the great variety of Means of Knowledge which 
are eſtabliſh'd amongſt us, and become, as it were, a 
part of our National Conſtitution : Such is the free 
acceſs to the Holy Scriptures in our Englifh Tongue, 
wherein are mark'd out fo very legibly the great 
Lines of our Chriſtian Duty, that he, who runs, may 
read em; together with the conſtant weekly Proviſion 
for the Explication of ſome uſeful Part of God's 
Word, and the plain and intelligible Diſcourſes of that 
kind, daily publiſh'd to the World; fo that if any 
Periſh thro' Ignorance, or want of Knowing their Du- 
ty, it muſt be thro' an Ignorance criminal only in 
themſelves, as the wilful and obſtinate Cauſe of it. 


And therefore, I proceed to obſerve, in the Second 
Place, That we are not ſo much in Danger of parta- 
king with other Men in their Sins of Ignorance, as in 
thoſe which they commit againſt the Light of their 
own Minds, and the Conviction of their Conſciences. 
For though we have been never ſo conſtant in teach- 


ing Men their Duty, and pointing out to them the 


Way to Happineſs; yet if we do not Walk before 
em 
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'em in it, and by the Light of a good Example, ſhew 
the Practicableneſs of thoſe Rules which we preſcribe 


to others: Nay, on the other Hand, if we take the direct 
contrary Paths, and allow ourſelves in thoſe Things 


which we condemn in others ; the Guilt of ſuch a 


Conduct will be greatly aggravated, by the Numbers 
of thoſe who ſhall be thereby encouraged in the Tranſ- 


e 4 


greſſion of theit Duty. 


And, indeed, this is the moſt difficult Part of their 
Office, who are Teachers of Religion, to Inſtruct, not 
by Precept only, for that it is very eaſy to do, but by 
Example; to ſet a bright Pattern in themſelves of 
all thoſe Virtues they recommend; to adorn their Pro- 
feſſion by the viſible Holineſs of their own Lives, 


and the exemplary Practice of their own Rules. For 


ſhould we have the Tongue of Angels, and be able 
to ſet forth to Men the Obligations of their Duty, 
and the Motives to it, in the moſt lively and affect- 
ing Colours; yet if, by our own Behaviour, we give em 
any Ground of Suſpicion, that we are not, in Earneſt 
about the Things which we would perſwade them 
to, and that we are defirous to lay Burdens upon 


them, without being willing to ſhare in 'em ourſelves ; 


the fineſt Sayings concerning Virtue and Morality, the 
Beauty, and Comlineſs, and Agreeableneſs of it to our 
Natures, the ſtrongeſt Arguments for a Future State, 
the moſt lively Deſcriptions of the Blefledneſs, or Mi- 
ſery of it, can make no other Impreſſion than that of 
a ſounding Braſs, or tinkling Cymbal; juſt enough to 
make Men attend to the Sound, but reflect with Con- 
tempt upon the Noiſe and Emptineſs of it. 


ET 2 The 
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The Truth is, the great Depravity of Human Na- 
ture ſtands in need of all Helps and Aſſiſtances to 
Cure and Rectify the Weakneſſeſs and Diſorders of it: 
Naked Truth, though ſet in the moſt advantagious 
Light, will do but little Service to this End. It muſt 
be cloath'd with a Body, and affect Mens Senſes as 
well as their Underſtandings ; - their Eyes as well as 
their Ears muſt be charm'd with the Beauty of it, 
and they muſt See as well Hear from us, what they 
are to do, And if good Examples of Piety and Re- 
ligion be thus neceſſary, in order to Incite and En- 
courage Men to the Imitation of them; of what bad 
Conſequence muſt we needs ſuppoſe evil ones to be, 
which join with the Inclinations of Mankind, natural- 
ly corrupted, and muſt therefore be thought very Mif- 
chievous ? | 


It is eaſie to obſerve, with what Eagerneſs the moſt 
profligate of Men will catch at any the leaſt Appear- 
ance of our irregular Condu& ; with what A t they 
will improve, and with what Diligence they will ſpread 
every the leaſt Rumour to our Diſadvantage : Thinking, no 
doubt, hereby to juſtify themſelves in their evil Courſes, 
or at leaſt, to give their Conſciences ſome ſort of Eaſe, 
by comparing their Behaviour with that of others, who, 
as they judge, ought to Know, and Do better. But 
though, herein, they argue very unreaſonably,” and 
manifeſtly deceive themſelves, in thinking, that the 
Guilt of others does in any degree extenuate the 
Malignity of their own Wickedneſs : Yet this Conſi- 
deration, that Men are apt to make ſuch Uſe of bad 
Examples ſet before em, ought to make us OE: 

* 
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larly cautious how we afford em any ſuch Appear- 
ance of Excuſe, 


I may add to this alſo another very important Con- 
fideration z That without this Religious Care and Strict- 
neſs over our own Lives and Converſations, we ſhall 
render ourſelves uſeleſs and incapable of that other 
— of our Miniſterial Duty, which conſiſts in the 

eproving and Rebuking thoſe who Offend; which 
we are plainly oblig'd to do, leſt we ſuffer their Sin 
to be upon them, or partake with them in their Sins, The 
Reproof of one who is Upright in his Converſation, 
and as to the general Tenor of his Behaviour, Unblame- 
able, carries great Weight and Authority with it; where- 
as, there is nothing more Abſurd, and which generally 
proves a greater Occaſion of Contempt and Ridicule, 
than that Partiality to themſelves, which is often 
found in the World, of Mens Blaming and Repro- 
ving others, for what they think fit to Allow in 
themſelves, 


do not ſay, that in order to Reprove a ſinful 
Action, he, who does ſo, ſhou'd be perfectly free 
from Sin himſelf; Human Nature, in its preſent State, 
admits. of no ſuch Conditions: But 'tis certain, that 
the nearer- any one approaches to Perfection in his 
Duty, the greater will be his Influence and Authori- 
in Reproving all Deviations from it. Nay, I add 

rther, That ev'n the beſt of Men, they who are the 
moſt free from Blame themſelves, ſhou'd yet uſe ſome 
Caution and Prudence in the Execution of this part of their 
Office. For neither, are all Perſons equally proper Ob- 


jects of Reproof, nor are all Times and Places to be 
made 
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made Uſe of without Diſtintion. It may often hap- 

n, that we may ſhew a very warm and diſinte- 
reſted Zeal for Virtue and Religion, and yet at fo 
unſeaſonable a Time, and in ſo improper a Way and 
Manner, as to do more Harm than Good to the Cauſe 
we would advance by it. The Rule, therefore, which 
the Apoſtle preſcribes, of Rebuking with all Authority, 
muſt be explain d in a qualified Senſe, fo as to admit 
of all that Prudence and Diſtretion which is neceſ- 
ſary towards obtaining the End we aim at. But 
though it may often happen that our Endeavours this 
Way will be fruftrated, by the great Licentioufnefs 
of the Times, and the ufual Pride of Human Nature, 
which in a flow of great Proſperity, is often exalted 
above Reproof, yet it will be always in our Power, and 
therefore always our Duty, to forbear giving any Marks 
of Approbation of what is contrary to Virtue and Re- 
ligion ; if we cannot Reprove, Corre&, or Prevent, yet, 
at leaſt, we are to have no Fellowſhip with the un- 
fruitful Works of Darkneſs. 


I proceed now, in the Laſt Place, to enforce the Oh- 
ligation we are more immediately under, to take eſpecial 


Heed in this Matter. 


'Tis certain, that all Sins unrepented of, are Dan- 
gerous to, and Deſtructive of our Happineſs : But thoſe 
may be ſaid to be more ſo, of which it is more diffi- 
cult to Repent. To thoſe Perſonal Failings which we 
are conſcious of in ourſelves, we may apply the pro- 
por Acts of Repentance ; we can have ſome Senſe and 

eeling of em, and be more eafily diſpos'd to Confels, 
and Forſake, and aſk Pardon of God for em: But — 

that 


0 

that Guilt which ariſes to us from the Sins of others, 
we cannot have fo diſtinct a Senſe and Apprehenſion. 
We are oftentimes Guilty, without being aware that 
we are ſo; and oftentimes, neither know how great 
the Sins are, nor how far they extend. Thoſe unhap- 
py Perſons who have been Miſ-led by our Perſwaſion or 
Example, may in the like Manner have Deceived others ; 
the Contagion may have ſpread much wider than 
we know of, and the Sins of Poſterity, at a great 
Diſtance from us, may be charg'd upon our Head : Of 
theſe, therefore, tis almoſt impoſſible to have ſo clear 
and diſtinct a Senſe, as heartily to Repent of em. 
I don't ſay there is no Pardon for ſuch a State of 
Guilt as this is; but it may be ſaid to be more Un- 
pardonable, as it is more difficult to be Repented of, 
without which we know there is no Remiſſion. 


But, indeed, the Conſideration, of all the moſt im- 
portant, and into which the foregoing, and all others 
of this kind are * reſolv'd, is, That the Cre- 
dit of Religion will ſuffer, and by Conſequence, the 
Influence it ſhould have upon Mens Lives, be very much 
weaken d, by the unwary Conduct of thoſe who are 
profeſſedly Teachers of it. The Generality of Mankind, 
who think of Matters in the Groſs, and are govern'd 
more by their Eyes and Ears, than by the Reaſon of 
Things, will naturally form a Judgwent of the Good- 
neſs of any Religion, from the outward Conduct and 
Behaviour of its Miniſters. If they themſelves ſhall ap- 
pear not to be at all influenc'd by what they Teach, 
thoſe who hear em will ſoon argue themſelves in- 
to a Belief, that all Religion is a Trick and Artifice, 

| invented 
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invented and kept up for the ſake only of the Temporal 25 
Advantage which attends it. 43 1 


Tis true, the Principles of Natural and Reveal'd 
Religion ſtand upon a fix d and immoveable Founda- 
tion z the Arguments by which the Truth of Chriſtiani- 
ty is prov'd, are wm" rr; ſufficient to Convince 
any impartial and conſidering Perſon, whatever our Con- 
duct and Behaviour be: But ſince the far ' greateſt 
part of Mankind is incapable of making this Diſtin- 
ction in its Favour, it will be a great Aggravation 
of our Guilt, to contribute to their forming any ſuch 


unreaſonable Prejudices againſt it. Again, 
Me are not only to conſider our ſelves as Miniſters 
of the Chriſtian Church in general, but, among the 
many unhappy Diviſions of it, as Miniſters of the beſt 
reform'd and * conſtituted Part of it; and that this 
encreaſes our Obligation to take Care, that by our evil 
Conduct we caſt no Blemiſh upon it, as it ſtands divided 
from the reſt : Neither thoſe of the Church of Rome, 
nor thoſe who unhappily difſent from us, can ever 
be brought to think favourably of our. National Eſtab- 
liſhment, unleſs the Purity of our Doctrines, 'the Primi- 
tive Manner. and Form of our Chriſtian 'Worſhip, pro- 
| duce a viſible Reformation in our Lives and Converſa- 
tions. This alone is of more Conſequence to that Church 
whoſe excellent Conſtitution we deſervedly admire, and 
are juſtly fond of, than moſt other Methods that can 
be made uſe of for its Defence and Preſervation. This 
is the trueſt Teſt of our fincere Regard to this good 
Cauſe, and will be found more ſucceſsful in making 
* | Converts, 


(27 ) 


Converts, than all the Arguments of the moſt loud 
and forward Zeal without it. | 


It may, indeed, here be ſaid, as in the former Caſe, 
that whatever our Behaviour be, the Conſtitution of 
this National Church will - ſufficiently juſtify it ſelf 
to all. reaſonable Men: But ſince, the Generality of 
Men will naturally form their: Notions of the Good- 
neſs of any Church, from what they ſhall obſerve in 
the Conduct of its Teachers; this ſhould be of great 
Weight with us, and make us ſtrictly careful in this 
— 6 avoid, as much as poſſible, all Occaſions of 

Ence, 1 1 1 12 a 8 


And now, that the mention of this National Chureh, 
has ſo naturally fall'n in with the Courſe of this Argument, 
I zwuft beg Leave to take Notice of one particular Du- 
ty which we owe to it, as it is 4 Proteſant Eftabliſh- 
ment; and which we (hall take Care not to fail in, 
if we have its real Intereſts truly ar Leutt. And 
this is, to take all proper Occaſions of manifeſt ing 
our dutiful Inchinations and Affections towards Hin, 
whom the good Providence of God, in Concurretice 
with our own Defires, has appointed to be the Gracious 
DEFENDER OF our Fair. But to prevent being 
miſunder ſtood, I woald not be thought to frngfe our 
this Inftance of Duty, with. Deſign to ſuggeſt that wr 
are more remarkable for failing in this than any o- 
ther: But to obſerve, that this Opinion has been but 
too generally entertaimd of us; and that we, more 
than any other Order of Men, have lzin' under the 
Misfortune of being repreſented as fecret Enemies to 
that Eſtabliſhment, which = are, By fo mary Obliv 


gal 100s, 


(18 ) 


gations, bound to ſupport. This can be' imputed to 
nothing more reaſonably, than to the intemperate Zeal 
and indiſcreet Behaviour, to ſay no worſe of it, of a 
few, which naturally, as in other Cafes, produce ge- 
neral Aſperſions. But this Conſideration ſhould awa- 
ken our Zeal to do Juſtice to our ſelves, and manifeſt 
to the World, that they are very injurious to our 
Characters, who can think us capable of ſo much 
Folly and Wickedneſs. Tis, I ſay, a piece of Juſtice 
we owe ourſelves, not to ſuffer ſuch an injurious Imputa- 
tion to lie upon us, but to oppoſe the Calumny, by that 
which is the moſt. proper way to Confute it, a chearful 
and ready Declaration of our Obedience, and our Abhor- 
rence of all ſuch Meaſures as muſt tend to deprive us of 
the Happineſs which we now enjoy. bins 


Thoſe who are really Enemies to our Perſons and 
Characters, would be glad to ſee us do their Work 
for them, and be ourſelves the Inſtruments of our own 
Ruin: But we ſhall take heed how we oblige em at 
ſo expenſive a Rate. If we defire the Continuance 
of that Protection which we now enjoy, in order to 
have it, we have nothing to do but to reſolve to 
deſerve it, by making a Merit of the Chearfulneſs of 
our Obedience, and ſhewing that our Inclinations 17 a- 
long with our Duty; which, ſure, can be no difficult 
Matter, ſince in this Affair, our Duty and Intereſt are 
viſibly connected with each other. 


This will give us a ſtill ſtronger Title to the fulfilling 
all thoſe Royal Aſſurances of Favour towards us, which 
have not yet, in any one Inſtance, ever fail'd, nor have 
we reaſon to ſuſpect they ever will. a 

e 


(19) | 

We cann't want any Evidence of His MAajesTY's 
Goodneſs and Gracious Diſpoſition towards our Eſtab- 
liſh'd C hurch, after the viſible Care and Wiſdom which 
He has conſtantly employ'd, ever fince He came a- 
mongſt us, in the Choice and Appointment of fit Perſons 
to Preſide over it in the Lord; whoſe known Zeal for the 
Doctrine and Diſcipline of it, and experienc'd Abilities 
ual to the high Truſt repoſed in em, as well as 
the ſacred Character with which they are inveſted, 
give em a juſt Title to our Eſteem and Affection, and 


moſt chearful Obedience. 


It will become us to be Thankful for theſe Bleſ- 
ſings, and to make a due Uſe of them: To be united 
heartily in our Prayers and Endeavours, that they may 
be long continued to us, and our Poſterity ; and by a 
Faithful . Diſcharge of the ſeveral Truſts committed 
to us, of Governing and Inſtructing this National 
Church, to contribute towards making it a Praiſe in 


the whole. Earth. 
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